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NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL   

Greetings Patriot Families: 

As we begin this upcoming 
holiday break please be sure to 
enjoy fellowshipping with each 
other.  
 

With the start of our new 
Sources of Strength program 
students had an opportunity to fill 
out a star ornament during SSP to 
state what they are thankful for 
which adorn our Thankfulness 
Tree located in the commons 
area. 
 

At the beginning of this 
year students took the MAP test 
which is designed to allow us an 
opportunity to measure their 
progression as ranked among 
students in their grade level across 
the nation. Students are able to 
build upon this baseline score as 
they were recently assessed at the 
mid-year mark. These 
assessments will allow us to better 

meet the needs of your child 
individually and will provide you as 
parents more informative 
information regarding your child. 
These score reports will be 
available in January.  
 

The mid-year mark also 
presents us with winter sports that 
are vastly underway. A huge 
thanks to all of our Fall/Winter 
sport coaches for their hard work 
and dedication to our student 
athletes. This month we have 
several students that will 
represent North Pole High in 
Anchorage at State wrestling. If 
you have not had an opportunity 
to see our hockey team in action 
please be sure to check out their 
action-packed games. This month 
basketball kicks off with our 
season opener here against 
Thunder Mountain High School.  
 

Congratulations to Mr. 
Bruce Hanson, for being awarded 

the Alaska Music Educator of the 
Year award. Our students 
competed well at the All-State 
Music Festival held last month. 
There were thirteen students 
chosen to represent NPHS at the 
All-State Music Festival. Three 
students that were awarded top 
honors. Congratulations to Leah 
Dustin, Brittany Roberts, and Amy 
Stephan that were selected as first 
chair candidates. 
 

Several of our students 
were recently recognized at the 
Borough Mayor’s Up with Art 
reception. Our Air Force JROTC 
program recently participated and 
received several awards at the 
Interior Alaska Drill competition. 
Several students were recognized 
for their hard work and 
dedication. Our AFJROTC 
program is demonstrating that 
they are well on their way to prove 
that they will be a strong 
contender at State. 
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Congratulations to Colonel 
Rauenhorst for all of his hard work 
and being awarded Interior VFW 
Teacher of the Year. There are 
several clubs that are doing great 
works within our school and 
community. Students from 
various organizations presented 
to the School Board the 
connectedness of North Pole High 
to the North Pole community. 
 

North Pole High is proud of 
our students that were selected to 
represent the State of Alaska in 
Washington, D.C. Congratulations 

to William Samuel, CTE 
Presidential Scholar for the State 
of Alaska, Shahiba Bhattarai, 
State of Alaska Presidential 
Scholar of the Year, and Susan 
Glade, on being a Coca-Cola 
Scholarship finalist. Out of several 
applicants throughout the district 
our school represents 
approximately 40% of students 
that were recently accepted into 
the Pipeline Center Trades classes 
districtwide.  
 
  

As a reminder, please be sure to 
visit www.k12northstar.org in 
order to know the varied bus stop 
changes in case a need arises due 
to inclement weather. As a 
reminder, if your child is not 
participating in a club sponsored 
activity/event or working with a 
teacher after school they will need 
to find an alternate location 
beginning at 3pm. We apologize 
again for this inconvenience. 
 
Happy Holidays,  
Clarice Mingo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.k12northstar.org/
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Wednesday, December 20 

 Period 1 7:45 – 9:45 a.m. 

 Period 4 10:00 a.m. – noon 

 Period 7 12:15 – 2:15 p.m. 

Thursday, December 21 

 Period 2 7:45 – 9:45 a.m. 

 Period 5 10:00 a.m. - noon 

Friday, December 22 

 Period 3 7:45 – 9:45 a.m. 

 Period 6 10:00 a.m. – noon 

 

NO LUNCH WILL BE SERVED BUSES LEAVE AT 12:00 
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DECEMBER 25 – JANUARY 8 

 

 

STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2018 
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Hey Million!...Can I borrow a set of Jumper Cables?  

One of the top ten tools I get asked for is a set of jumper cables. When a student asks me for a pair, my response 
is always “Do you know how to properly use them?”   “Properly” being the key word. 

If the answer is incorrect, I will explain or find a student who has been properly trained to assist.   

Most people have jumped started another vehicle with booster cables (another word for Jumper Cables) or watched 
someone do it.  The issue is, most folks have learned how to do this incorrectly. 

Most batteries in today’s vehicles are flooded lead acid batteries or AGM which produce hydrogen gas when 
charging and discharging. A spark near this gas can cause an explosion, throwing pieces of the battery and sulfuric 
acid all over the well-intentioned booster person. While it is true that this does not occur very often, it is why all 
instructions by car and battery manufacturers, service manuals, as well as booster cable manufacturers tell you to 
connect the last negative cable AWAY from the battery to a solid metal ground. (The negative cable of the battery 
connects to all metal parts of the vehicle.) This assures that a spark is not produced near any gas that may be on 
top of the battery. Those lucky souls who have been hooking up directly to the batteries have been fortunate enough 
to meet a battery in which the gas has dissipated. In the steps below you will also notice the negative cable and 
positive cable are not connected at the same time. The reason again, to prevent sparks. Connect positive to positive, 
negative on one battery and then the last connection somewhere on metal away from the battery. 

Here are some other points to consider when “Jump Starting”: 

• Make sure that the battery will respond to a jump start. Turn on the headlights. If they are bright and do not 
dim when the key is turned, you have a primary circuit issue and jump starting will not work.  

• Do not attempt to boost a frozen battery.  Look over the battery for cracks and bulging. 

• Make certain you are connecting to the positive and negative post. DO NOT assume the color is correct. 
Red or other colors (Blue, Green etc.) may hook to the negative, in which case you will damage the vehicles 
by introducing 24 volts instead of the 12 volts that the car likes. Think dollar signs $$$$$$$$$, as it will cost 
plenty doing this incorrectly. 

• Use 4- 6 gauge cables if you plan on delivering sufficient current quickly. Smaller 10 gauge will work but you 
must sit longer while the alternator of the good vehicle charges the 
battery of the dead one.  

The steps to “Boost” a car:  

• Connect one red clamp to the positive (+) terminal of the dead battery. 

• Connect the other red clamp to the positive (+) terminal of the good 
battery. 

• Connect one black clamp to the negative (-) terminal of the good battery.  

• Connect the other black clamp to a piece of grounded metal on the 
dead.  

 

 

Students in North Pole High School’s Automotive Technology Program are trained to understand, diagnosis, and properly repair 
the complicated systems on today’s high-tech vehicles.  We are training technicians for the 21st Century.  

Automotive 
by Jerry Million 
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¡Hola! 

Students are celebrating the ‘’Navidad’ and preparing for the final exam. 

Level 1: 

Culture: The students viewed a cultural video about the La Navidad en México, prepared ‘sombreros 
de na Navidad’. 

 
The students are learning the songs Gatatumba and Navidad. Student will perform for the front office 
and the counseling office on December 15. 

 
Finals for Level 1:  
 

Verbal exam: each student will present the final PowerPoint presentation December 12-14.  
Written exam:  The written final exam will cover the preliminary lessons -  Chapters 1, 2 and 3  

 
Level II: 
 

Culture: The students viewed a cultural video about the La Navidad en México, prepared ‘sombreros 
de na Navidad’. and are reviewing the songs Gatatumba and Navidad.  Students will perform for the 
front office and the counseling office on December 15.  

 
Finals for Level 2:  
 
Options for the verbal exam: 

a. Present a report: ‘Cuentitos simpáticos or Momentos Hipanos’ 
b.  interview with the teacher   

 
Written exam:  The written final exam will cover the following: 

Spanish I Review, Chapters 1, 2 and childhood.      
 

Sra. KaBe  
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JROTC Drill Teams Wins the Interior Drill Competition 

 

JROTC Cadets from East Anchorage, West Anchorage, Eagle River, Service, Ben Eielson, Lathrop 

and North Pole competed against each other in eight events during the annual Interior Drill 
Competition hosted by Lathrop High School on December 2nd.   

NPHS placed either first or second in each of the six team events enroute to winning the traveling 
United States Marine Corps League trophy that is awarded to the best JROTC drill team in the 

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District.  The NPHS team results were: 

Color Guard:       First Place   

First Year Color Guard:     First Place 
Unarmed Regulation Drill:     Second Place 
First Year Unarmed Regulation Drill:  Second Place 

Armed Regulation Drill:     First Place 
Unarmed Exhibition Drill:     First Place. 

 

The last two events were individual competitions  

Beau Roberts earned a second place medal in the Individual Armed Exhibition competition.  This is 
the most physically demanding competition where cadets are graded on how well they can control 

the 8.3lb rifle as they perform tosses, spins and other exhibition rifle movements.   

The final event involved 120 cadets competing in what is known as a “tap out” where a judge will 

give various drill commands.  The remaining judges tap each cadet on the shoulder to remove them 
from the competition when they see any hesitation or wrong movements.  Medals are awarded to 

the top overall cadet, the top female cadet and the top male cadet.  North Pole cadets, for the first 
time ever in this type of competition, completed a sweep by earning all three medals.   Sarah Price 

earned the overall “Tap Out” champion medal, Beau Roberts earned the top male medal, and Alyssa 
Longley earned the top female medal.  This was the third tap out medal that Alyssa Longley has 

earned in three attempts.  

 
Left Photo:  Cadets from seven JROTC programs preparing for the “Tap Out” Competition 
Right Photo:  NPHS JROTC drill trophies from the Interior Drill Competition 

AFJROTC 
by Col. Michael Rauenhorst 
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Alaska Native Education News 
By: Chrya Sanderson 

Alaska Native Education celebrates North Pole Community Native Heritage; 

Dinner was hosted at North Pole Elementary School 

It was on a snowy winter night and a good time was had by all who were able to attend. The night 

opened with the posting of the colors by the North Pole Junior ROTC Color Guard under the 

direction of Chief Master Sgt. Bradley Spilinek  The North Pole High School Jazz Choir sang the 

national anthem and wowed the crowd with their Jazz rendition of Chattanooga Choo Choo  Members 

of the choir are Shahiba Bhattarai, Janice Dyke, Mia Fontana, Zoey McAfee, Ashley Roberts, 

Brittany Roberts, Amy Stefan, Tiana Taylor, and Victoria Thomas. 

The Reverend Anna Frank opened the meeting with a prayer asking the blessing on the night. Special 

Thanks goes to Principal Mark Winford and Principal Clarice Mingo for helping to find a place to host 

our event. William Sanderson prayed a blessing over the food. A huge thank you to Max Pananen, 

Culinary Arts teacher and his students, Brooke Harvison, Maleniah Griffin, and Alyssa Imbach who 

prepared mouth-watering baked chicken, barbecued brisket, unique barbecue sauce, roasted 

potatoes, mashed potatoes, vegetable medley salad, mixed greens garden salad with diced peppers, 

cucumbers and tomatoes, and croissant rolls. 

Participants enjoyed three informational presentations. Natasha Singh , a lawyer for Tanana Chiefs, 

presented information on the power of the Native vote ”Get Out the Native Vote.” 

Fairbanks Native Association shared information about mental health care and the services that 

they provide to the community.  Presenters included, Hilda Johnson (Project Director), Gabrielle 

Johnson (Project Coordinator), Erik  Edenshaw  (Mental Health Clinician), Justin Meneses 

(Counselor). Our final presenter, Tyler Masterson, Recruiter and Readiness Coordinator of Ilisagvik 

College, presented information on the Ilisagvik Summer Institute for Middle School and High School 

students. Participants could receive dual credit. The news was very encouraging. 

We ended the night with some impressive door prizes and swag from our presenters. Yummy 

leftovers were donated to the Door Fairbanks Youth Advocates. 

Yatibaey Evans, Coordinator of Alaska Native Education programs for the Fairbanks North Star 

Borough School District and Robin Titus ANE Program Secretary helped coordinate the nights 

events. Other staff who help coordinate this event are Jamie Hollan-Gass ANE Tutor North Pole 

Middle School, Jori Walker ANE Tutor Anne Wien Elementary, Tamara Poulsen ANE Family 

Advocate, Misti Hopkins ANE Tutor Nordale /Ticasuk Brown, and Katherine Hiltunen  
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ANE/ELL – Maria Ines Feliz-Martinez 

Art – Hannah Johnson 

Auto – Chris Polizzi 

Counseling – Caitlin Shugak 

Drafting – Oliver Hansen 

Integrated Programs – Casey Bradshaw 

JROTC – Angie Allen 

Language Arts – Honor Mealey 

Library – Michaela Elliot 

Math – Austin Rood 

Metals – Kaitlynn Bruhl 

Office Practice Specialist – Andrea Howard 

Performing Arts – Hannah Ray 

Physical Education – Katelyn Weiss 

Social Studies – Lilliana Miller 

Spanish – Katita Spencer 

 

NORTH POLE CITY COUNCIL STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

Hannah Johnson 
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The 9th Annual Patriot Poetry Recitation Competition was a huge success.  All the participants should be proud 

of all the hard work they put into their performance.  A special congratulation goes out to our winners!   

 

In the Freestyle Category, 3rd was James Price, Runner-Up was Janice Dykes, and the Champion was Indira 

Rucker-Fernandes.   

 

In the Poetry Out Loud Category, 3rd was Anna Green, 2nd was Honor Mealey, and the Champion, for the 

second year in a row, was Sarah Price.  Sarah Price and Honor Mealey will advance to the district competition 

in January. 

 

Freestyle Participants: 

James Price, Jasmine Allen, Justin Peterson, Tiana Taylor, Indira Rucker-Fernandes, Kesten Davila, Kristin 

Hardman, Laura McCombs, Janice Dykes, Jeremiah Scott, Isabelle Lawrence, and Shahiba Bhattarai. 

 

Poetry Out Loud Participants: 

Katina Whisel, Honor Mealey, Sarah Price, Nicholas Lelevier, Kyleigh McCormick, Shyler Umphenour, Kiana 

Vondra, and Anna Green. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Poetry Recitation Competition 
by Elizabeth Alexander 
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Is your student interested in travelling to             ?  
Thanksgiving Week, 2018 

 

	

Facebook Site:  Teacher Leaders:   Tour Registration:  

Ms. Missler & Ms. Beks 
NPHS Rms 189 & 195 

 

 

 

 

eftours.com tour #1970380S
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The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, religion, 
creed, sex, age, national origin, physical or mental disability, 
marital status, changes in marital status, pregnancy, 
parenthood, sexual orientation, gender identity or veteran 
status.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of sex in violation of Title IX

of the Education Amendments of 1972 in the educational

programs or activities which it operates.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does

not discriminate on the basis of disability in violation of

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. This

includes admission or access to, or treatment or

employment in its programs, services, and activities.

Individuals requiring further information should contact

the designated compliance director:

Mrs. Tanya Coty

Employment and Educational Opportunity Director

520 Fifth Avenue

4th Floor, Suite A

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

(907) 452-2000 ext. 11466

Fax (907) 452-3172

tanya.coty@k12northstar.org

February 2017

PUBLIC NOTICE
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